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3 Literature review
The topic of academic integrity is becoming very popular nowadays in all academia.
We can see universities all over the world dealing with it and preventing academic
dishonesty.
This literature review first starts with few definitions of academic integrity coming
from international organisations. Subsequently, it continues with the importance of
policies and ho it is important to follow.
The International Center for Academic Integrity (ICAI) describes the term
academic integrity as following “honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility, and
courage1” which they call “the six fundamental values1” (ICAI, 2021). The European
Network for Academic Integrity uses the following definition: “Compliance with
ethical and professional principles, standards, practices and consistent system of
values, that serves as guidance for making decisions and taking actions in education,
research and scholarship2” (ENAI, 2018).
The Academic Integrity policy at The University provides the foundation for all
decision making in relation to undergraduate student breaches of integrity. This
policy has a clause that allows for ‘contextual factors’ to be considered, and in the
database where decisions are filed, these are referred to as ‘factors integral to the
case’.
Carroll and Appleton (2005) and Carroll and Seymour (2006), emphasise the
importance of a ‘community of practice’ of collegial academics who share
information, advice and experience. This links well with one of the central tenets of
virtue ethics, which is that one way to determine the appropriate course of action
for any situation requiring ethical judgement is to ask, ‘What would a virtuous
person do in this situation?”
As AIBDMs in our own faculties, and as researchers in the field of academic
integrity, we believe that the principles of virtue ethics should be an integral part of
any university’s academic integrity decision-making process, and that the policy
should provide scope for this to occur.3
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